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it comes from the Companions. In such case, the hadlth
is void, if in all probability it was known to them,
but it remains valid, if the probability is that it was un-
known to them, e. g., if the hadlth referred to a chance oc-
currence; (b) it comes from the hadith-teachers.1

The impeachment of the hadtth-tea.chtrs may be of two
kinds. It may be indefinite,2 and then it is not taken into
consideration. Or it may be based on a legally admissible
ground, and then the hadlth is ruled out. It is necessary,
however, in this last case, that the accuser be not tainted
with party spirit and enmity, otherwise his accusation is
ignored. According to al-Pazdawi,s the accusations of the
heretics against the Sunnites, and of the Shafiites against
some of the early Hanifites, have been set aside for this
last reason. According to the same author, there are about
30 to 40 legitimate ways of impeachment.4

Finally, when the hadlth is impeached by some and
accepted by others, the hadlth is not considered void, if the
number of its defenders is at least equal to that of its de-
nouncers, unless it be that the defenders are not acquainted
with the facts.5

SECTION VI

Are the Rules Concerning the Sunnah an Adequate
Guarantee of Its Reliability

It must be remarked at the beginning that the preceding
rules are ultimately intended for religious purposes, and

1 Pazdawi, p. 786; cf. Ghali, p. 207.

* For example, the accuser says, " This hadith is abandoned, or is
not authentic, or its transmitter is not just/' etc., without explaining
the grounds on which he bases his impeachment.

8 P. 795-*

4 C/. Tawdih, pp. 378 et seq.; Taqrir, vol. ii, p. 258.

5 Ghali, p. 213.